Methodological Exercises Outline (25%)

You are required to complete methodological exercises. These are designed to help you learn to think critically while developing your data collection and analysis skills for your own current and future research projects. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The exercises include: a content analysis, discourse analysis. You are expected to define these terms and complete the activities (see examples below for more information). You can apply this assignment to your discipline or, alternatively, choose any topic that interests you. 

There is no page length to this assignment, as it will vary depending on the amount of data analyzed. 


1) CONTENT ANALYSIS:
· Step 1: Alone or in a group, create a research question(s) and then a hypothesis (content analysis is quantitative) related to your research question(s).
· Step 2: Create a list of words, or categories of words, that would help you answer your research question and ‘prove’ or ‘disprove’ your hypothesis (not a long list; just a few words for time sake). 
· Step 3:  Go through the document(s) chosen counting the number of times each of those words or categories of words comes up.  Keep track of these numbers in an Excel file.
· Step 4: formulate an argument/result based on what you found. Because content analysis is primarily quantitative did you prove your hypothesis, yes or no? How?

Example:[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Note: You cannot use the examples provided here or on Blackboard. If you do it will be considered cheating and you will receive a grade of zero.] 

Step one: What makes the lyrics of a song controversial? I hypothesize that swearing, references to guns, death, sex and the devil in song lyrics make that type of music controversial. However, I also hypothesize that all forms of music contain these elements to varying degrees and no one type of music is ‘better’ than another.
Step two: Here I would list words I consider ‘swears’, as well as types of guns (or gun references and slang), words for death, sex and the devil.
Step three: I would then choose a song or two from a variety of musical categories, let’s say rap, heavy metal, pop, punk, classic rock. Once I have chosen one or two songs from each category I would use the list of words created from step two and read through the song lyrics and count the number of times those words or phrases came up in an Excel file. I would total up the number of each category.
Step four: I would argue that my swearing, references to guns, death, rape and the devil do in fact make music controversial, which is why some institutions use it as a scapegoat when something bad happens in society. I also found that all types of music contain explicit and implicit references to these categories and, therefore, no one category of music is ‘better’ than another.



2) DISCOURSE ANALYSIS:
· Using the same, or different, documents as you did for the content analysis, I want you to now go through them looking for how the discourse is presented (i.e. move beyond just counting words, look for deeper meaning). What were your documents? Research statement? Put them into context: How were things said? Look at the document(s) as a whole and its parts to understand where the individual speakers are coming from. For instance, did something sound sad, angry, funny, etc.? What made you think they were sad, angry, funny, etc.? 
· What are your results? What aspects of dialogue (silences, tone, pauses, word choice versus long excerpts) are important here? Why?

EXAMPLE:
· Research Statement: What makes a type of music controversial? You will have to create a few secondary questions to address this question as well. These can include: music may be controversial do to the race, class, gender and ‘look’ of the group or individual involved. Music could also be controversial due to the tone of voice (did they sound angry or sad?), body language or context of the music. For instance, if taken on the surface a song is about love, but then you look at the context of the words and know that the musician hated the person they were writing about it changes the meaning - moves beyond what is just written on the page/sung to the music.
· Discourse analysis is qualitative so there is no hypothesis. So I would then read through the songs I had chosen for the content analysis and look to see how it was presented to better understanding whether it was controversial depending on the context. For instance, it could have been that the rap song was a personal narrative about one woman’s experiences in her family as a child. It could be that the punk bank lived through local riots in their area where thousands were killed and their song was about that. A discourse analysis would look not just at the words that are used, but how they are used and what they might mean when used together.  What words or perspectives were left out?
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